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women whom we shall see gathering around him,
as he goes through life, had probably been accus-
tomed, while still in the communion of Rome, to
rely much upon some chosen spiritual director, so
that the intimacies of which I propose to offer
some account, while testifying to a good heart in
the Reformer, testify also to a certain survival
of the spirit of the confessional in the Reformed
Church, and are not properly to be judged without
this idea. There is no friendship so noble, but it
is the product of the time ; and a world of little
finical observances, and little frail proprieties and
fashions of the hour, go to make or to mar, to
stint or to perfect, the union of spirits the most
loving and the most intolerant of such interference.
The trick of the country and the age steps in even
between the mother and her child, counts out their
caresses upon niggardly fingers, and says, in the
voice of authority, that this one thing shall be a
matter of confidence between them, and this other
thing shall not. And thus it is that we must take
into reckoning whatever tended to modify the
social atmosphere in which Knox and his women
friends met, and loved and trusted each other.
To the man who had been their priest and was
now their minister, women would be able to speak
with a confidence quite impossible in these latter
days ; the women would be able to speak, and the